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A Maker of
‘World of Happy Families’

Yeonsu-gu

A traditional family has typically consisted of a
married couple and their unmarried children
residing under a single roof. The proportion of
this type of family, however, has been declining
significantly. Instead, a new concept of an extended
family has emerged - a family that is not necessarily
based on blood or marital relationships but shares
a residential space, nonetheless. Furthermore, the
proportion of single-person households also now
exceeds 30% of all households. As such, many
more diverse types of families have come to coexist
in Korean society. The Yeonsu-gu Family Center
provides comprehensive support services for
families with the goal of helping all kinds of families
realize a stable, healthy, and happy life.
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Yeonsu-gu Family Center Renovated under a New Name
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In 2010, Yeonsu-gu launched the Healthy Family &
Multicultural Family Support Center. The center tried to
prevent and solve family problems through various projects,
such as sharing family care, education for families in
different stages of the lifecycle, and family counseling. As for
multicultural families, the center carried out diverse programs,
including education and counseling for families and children,
interpretation and translation services, provision of helpful
information, support for strengthening family capacities,
childcare, and operation of a joint childcare center. Through
this comprehensive service to support family stability, the
Yeonsu-gu Healthy Family & Multicultural Family Support
Center communicated with Yeonsu-gu’s residents and worked
with them in order to find solutions for their difficulties.

From October 13, 2021, the Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family (MOGEF) changed the center’'s name to the
Yeonsu-gu Family Center after collecting opinions from
the field to revitalize its services for more diverse families.
This new name represents the center’s new identity as a
comprehensive service institution to support the diverse
needs of family members. In addition, the center is planning
to provide more accessible programs that invite the whole
family to participate.
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The Family Center, Supporting All Kinds of Families
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According to the 4th Family Survey (MOGEF, 2021), the
proportion of single-person households exceeded 30% in
2020. The Yeonsu-gu Family Center will carry out various
projects over the course of 10 months (from March to October)
for the increasing number of single-person households.
As the first step, this program will help single-person
householders enhance their understanding of their living
situation through self-reflection. Next, participants will gain
opportunities to communicate and improve their bonds with
other single-person householders and relieve any sense of
isolation. In addition, this program plans to provide thorough
education necessary for single-person households, including
cooking, interior design, pet care, and economics classes.
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After the COVID-19 outbreak, the burden on parents to take
care of their children has increased as classes at schools
or institutes have shifted to non-face-to—face education.
Based on this situation, from May to June, the Yeonsu-gu
Family Center will provide education for fathers with infants,
toddlers, and pre-school and elementary school students.
This program will educate fathers on communicating and
sharing physical activities with their children in order to
reinforce father—child bonding.
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The Yeonsu-gu Family Center hosts various events and
programs every year for the welfare of multicultural families in
the district. The Yeonsu-gu Family Center educates marriage
migrant women to acquire barista and baking licenses in an
effort to support their economic independence. Women who
have obtained certification through these programs have
demonstrated increased self-confidence regarding finding
employment. In addition, they have used their newly acquired
skills to participate in volunteer work and help neighbors in
need, instilling a sense of pride as community members. This
program has supported the job search activities of women
who completed training courses in cooperation with the
Women's Human Resources Development Center.The Yeonsu—
gu Family Center also operated the 2021 Korean Language
Course for marriage migrant women, immigrant children,
and foreigners. Six people who learned Korean at the center
participated in the Korean Speech Contest hosted by IFEZ,
bringing home one grand prize and one participation award.
Additionally, four advanced-class graduates found work as
freelance translators for the Incheon Tourism Organization.
The center also plans to provide interpretation and translation
services in the coming year, to create a bilingual environment,
and to promote regional-specific multicultural family-support
projects. These programs will help local multicultural families
quickly adapt to Korean society and become socially and
economically independent.
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A Multicultural Society Where Diversity Is Respected
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The Yeonsu-gu Family Center is taking the lead in
improving multicultural awareness in the local community
by nurturing multicultural instructors. For this, the center
runs programs to train multicultural instructors from
diverse nations, including Russia, Uzbekistan, and China.
The center dispatches its trained instructors to elementary
schools and other institutions to facilitate multicultural
understanding by introducing their hometown’s cultural
features, food, and etiquette. Such efforts can help
multicultural families settle into Korean society more
easily. In addition, the activities of multicultural instructors
will contribute to the harmonious coexistence of diverse
cultures in the local community.
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